


Sab Isl «ste png 2 tes Se eae 


Se gS 


a 
aes 











































THE 


‘MASSACHUSETTS 


Baptift Miflionary Magazine. 

















Vou. II. MAY, 1809. No. 6 





Extract from Rev. Mr. Casz’s Miflionary Journal. 
To the Truftces of the Maffachufetts Baptift Miflionary Sociery. 
Dear Brethren in Chrijfi, 


As you are engaged to promote Zion’s caufe, you will, 
I believe, rejoice to hear of her profperity. I have fome good 
news to communicate to you from this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. 

I left home on the 19th of May, 1808; and the next Saturday 
attended a conference meeting in that part of the town of Jeffer- 
fon which is called the Ridge. Here the Lord hath difplayed 
his rich grace, in turning finners to himself. I believe this good 
work began fome time ‘laf March, and has prevailed very powe 
erfully ; fo that very little attention has been paid to any thing 
but religion. For eight or nine days, they either had public 
meetings, or the neighbours me, from houfe to houfe for conver- 
fation upon the things which be long to their everlafting peace ; 
fome rejoicing in the Lord, and others caft down under a fente 
of their perifhing ftate. Some of the Chriftians obferved to me, 
that for feven or eight days. it feemed like a continual Sabbath. 
The work has extended about fix miles on this road, reaching 
the upper part of Newcaftle. There are but few families which 
have not had a fhare in it, in a greater or lefsdegree. 1 preached 
with them on the Lord’s day. On Monday, attended a lecture 
in another neighbourhood, on the weftern fide of Damarifcotta 
Pond: here they have thared in the like bleflings.-. On Tuefday, 
preached in the upper part of Newcaftle, in a {chool-houfe, from 
Pfalm Ixxxiv. 11. “ The Lord-will give grace and glory.” This 
was a feafon to be remembered. On Wedneiday we met on the 
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Ridge for conference, when feven came forward and related 
what a gracious God had done for their fouls. It being very 
rainy, the ordinance of baptifm was put off until Friday. Thurf- 
day I fpent in vifiting families under ferious impreffions. Fri- 
day, met at ten in the morning. The candidates being prefent, 
we repaired to a river about half a mile diftant, which the people 
thronged on both fides. I ipake about half an hour, upon the 
fubjeéts and mode of baptifm. Not one carnal fmile was dif- 
cernible upon any countenance; but many were in tears. After 
addrefling the throne of grace, we defcended into the ftream, and 
I baptized feven. Some came up out of the water praifing God 
for his wonderful condefcenfion to the children of men. One 
perfon, as I was informed afterwards, was awakened by feeing 
this folemn ordinance adminiftered. 

I went from this place to Thomaftown,* and attended their 
monthly conference. When I came in fight of the meeting-houfe 
I was furprifed to fee the number of horfes tied round it; but 
on entering, was yet more aftonitfhed, to fee fuch a vaft concourfe 
of people affembled on fuch an occafion. The folemnity on each 
countenance was an affecting, delightful fcene to me. Several 
perfons came forward, and gave evidence of a change of heart. 
The work of God has been wonderful in this town. ‘Great 
and marvellous are thy works, O God, and that my foul know- 
eth right well.” The next day I tried to preach from Aéts ii. 
41. “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized.’ 
Seven (chiefly young people) were buried with their Lord in 
baptifm. Another fermon was delivered ; after which we came 
around our Father’s table, to commemorate the death of our 
Redeemer. 

On Monday, although very unwell in body, I attempted to 
preach from Job xlii. 5, 6. “I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear; but now mine eye feeth thee: wherefore I abhor 
myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes.”” Before I clofed the dif- 
courfe, when I came to addrefs the youth, my heart was fo 
affected as to overcome my powers of utterance, and I was 
obliged to leave off and fit down. 

Previous to this work, religion was at a very low ebb here. 
Chrift’s profeffed friends had forfaken him, and his enemies had 
waxen bold in fin; neverthelefs, there were fome who fupported 
the Chriftian charaéter. Elder Snow, during the fummer patt, 
had been much engaged in preaching to and warning the people, 
and would often weep over them ; and at times he was ready 
to think that he laboured in vain, and {pent his ftrength for 
nought; but fome time laft winter the work made its appearance. 
Although he went forth weeping, bearing precious feed, yet I 
think he can now come again with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves 
with him. 


* Elder Snow agreed to make up the time I {pent here, in vifiting deftitute 
places, 
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Tuefday, May 31, I went to St. George’s, and preached a 
lecture. Here the Lord is carrying on a gracious work ; elder 
Hall informed me that within a few weeks he had baptized 
thirty-two in this place: his companion was one of the number. 
In the town of Hope, where he preaches part of his time, there 
has been upwards of fifty added to the Baptilt church within a 
fhort time. The town of Union has alfo ihared in the bleffing. 

Wednefday, June 1, rode to the upper part of Jefferfon, and 
preached at four o’clock in the afternoon. The people came 
from a great. diftance to hear the word, although it was an un- 
pleafant, rainy day. Here too there has been a’ revival of religion. 
They are building a convenient meeting-houfe, at the head of 
Damarifcotta Pond, which is to be finifhed this feafon. At 
prefent they have brother William Allen preaching with them, 
and the probability is that he will fettlke among them. They 
expect foon to form into a church; and for this purpofe I have 
appointed a time to vifit them again. 

After preaching in fome of the neighbouring towns, Wednef- 
day, June 15, I went to Pittstown, where I preached in the after- 
noon. The next day, went to the head of the pond in Jefferfon. 
It was furprifing to fee what a multitude of people had come 
together; thefe were collected from ten or eleven of the neigh- 
bouring towns. I tried to preach to them from Pfalm Ixvi. 16. 
«* Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my foul.”? After which twelve perfons were 
examined for baptifm. We then went to a place where there 
was much water, and the twelve candidates were baptized, in 
prefence of a multitude of filent fpectators. We returned to the 
meeting-houfe, where the articles of faith and covenant were 
read, and agreed to by the candidates, who likewife manifefted 
a union and Chriftian fellowfhip with each other. Thefe, with 
a number more who had been difmifled from Ballftown church 
for this purpofe, were embodied into a church, and received the 
right hand of fellowfhip. The minifters prefent on this occafion 
were, elders Bayley, Lewis, Pilfbury, and myfelf. 

On Saturday, the 18th, we met for conference, when feveral 
related what God had done for their fouls. Lord’s day, 19th, 
after preaching one fermon, | baptized feven perfons more. 
After returning to the meeting-houfe, I preached again. The 
candidates were then received into the church, and all joined in 
communion at the Lord’s table. The number of members is 
twenty-lix. May the Lord add to them fuch as fhall be faved. 
On Monday we had a folemn meeting on the weltern fide of the 
vond, 

: On Tuefday, June 21, I preached to an attentive and crowded 
aflembly, in the eaftern part of Newcaltle ; who, after they were 
difmiiled, feemed loath to leave the place. Wedneiday, went to 
the weftern part of Jefferfon, called the Ridge, where a number 
related their experience, and five were baptized. Thurfday, 
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preached in the upper part of Newcaftle, in a barn belonging to 
a man that had been turned from his wicked ways tg telftify to 
the truth and reality of religion. Friday, preached in a part of 
New -Milford. 

Saturday, June 25, I returned to the Ridge (as it is called) 
in Jefferfon. After conferring and attending to the bufinefs 
ufual on fuch occafions, the baptized Chriftians were embodied 
into a church. The next day, after preaching to a thronged 
aflembly, I baptized a woman of about feventy years of age. 
We then returned to our place of worfhip, which was a barn; 
and after attempting to preach again, I adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper to this infant church, which confilts of eighteen members. 
It. is expected a number more will join them foon. They have 
a licenfed preacher labouring with them at prefent, by the name 
of Wing; it appears that his labours have been blefled to the 
awakening of finners. 

I have been on my laft miflion fifty-three weeks, (excepting a 
few days {pent with my family in the week time, ) baptized forty- 
nine, affifted in conttituting three baptized churches, and fre- 
quently adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to deftitute churches. 
Although fomewhat feeble in body a confide:able part of the 
time, yet by the good hand of God, I have been enabled to 
preach nearly as many fermons as there have been days during 
my miflion. I hope my labours, although in great weaknefs, 
have not been in vain. I have experienced fome gloomy 
feafons, and have much reafon to lament my leannefs, dark- 
nefs and unprofitablenefs in fo good a caufe. At the fame 
time, I have the greateft reafon to be humble and truly thankful 
to an all-gracious God, who has indulged me to witnefs fuch 
difplays of his grace in the converfion of finners in different 
places; and that I have had fo many agreeable and refrefhing 
feafons amongft the dear Chriftians in different places, in prayer, 
in converfation, in finging, and in preaching a crucified Saviour. 
May | {pend my future moments to Him who fpilt his precious 
blood to redeem my wretched foul from the power and guilt of fin. 

I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf your unworthy brother and 
fellow-fervant in the gofpel of Chrift, ISAAC CASE, 

Readjield, Fuly 12, 1808. 





From the fame. 


On the 25th of September I entered again on the delightful 
work, for the Society. I went to Monmouth; and notwith- 
fianding the day was very rainy, the people met together, and I 
believe Jefus was in the midft, for they were loath to leave the 
place. The Wednefday following, I attended the Bowdoinham 


Affociation. It was truly aftonifhing to fee the multitudes of 


Chriftians and others, that met on this occafion. ‘Twenty-one 
years ago laft May, when we firft formed into an aflociation, it 
confifted of three churches only. One room ina dwelling-houfe 
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would then contain the aflembly ; but now the largeft building 
in the county will not hold the people. Four years ago, the 
better to accommodate the whole, we thought it expedient to 
divide our aflociation into two. If I am not miltaken, we were 
then about two thoufand in number. God hath fince fo mar- 
velloufly {pread his work of grace, that there is now belonging to 
both of thefe affociations about four thoufand members. ‘his 
is the Lord’s doing ; let his name have all the praile. 

After preaching to two deftitute churches on Kennebeck river, 
(to whom I alfo adminifiered the Lord’s fupper,) I vifited Jet- 
ferfon, and preached to the two infant churches in that town. 
One of them has had fifty members added to it {ince I was there 
in the fummer ; they are now feventy-five in number: the other 
hath thirty-three. 1 preached alfoim Newcaftle, in a place called 
Old Sheepicot. There has been little or no reformation in this 
part of the town for forty years paft; but of late there are fome 
hopeful appearances ; feveral have been brought from darknefs 
to light, and others are very attentive to the word. I have vifited 
feveral other places, where there have been fome revivals of reli- 
gion; but left my letter fhould be too lengthy, I forbear to 
mention the particulars. 

On Friday, December 2d, I fat oui in order to vifit the new 
fettlements between Kennebeck and Penobfcot rivers, Being 
detained by a florm, I fpent the Lord’s day in Sidney. On 
Monday, went to Fairfield, where I tarried two days and preach- 
ed twice. Here the Lord has revived his work within the year 
paft ; feveral have been baptized. The brethren have entered 
into covenant, and keep up the worfhip of God amongft them- 
felves. From this place I went to Canaan; but as it was not 
fafe crofling the river, I tarried over the Sabbath, and adminif- 
tered the Lord’s fupper to the Baptift church. There have been 
about fifty added to them of late, and about as many to the 
Congregational church. On Monday, after preaching a fermon, 
I baptized a little lad, who had been kept back by his parents ; 
but his father at laft gave his confent. . He gladly embraced the 
opportunity of anfwering his confcience to Jefus his King and 
Redeemer. I then crofled the river with my horie, upon a cake 
of ice which the people had fwung acrofs it, and went to Corn- 
ville, where I tarried the next day, and preached in the evening. 

On Friday, December 16th, | wentto Harmony. ‘This town 
has been fettled about twelve years. Soon after its fettiement 
church was formed; but as they were not agreed in points of 
doétrine, they foon fcattered, and finally diffolved. A good work 
has lately been begun here, under the labours of brother Benja- 
min Eames, a licenfed preached, and feveral have been baptized 
by elder Palmer. Saturday, the 17th, met for conference, and 
heard feveral relate their experiences; and on the Lord’s day, 
after preaching, baptized four perfons. Thurfday, the 22¢, was 
{pent in folemn prayer for divine dire@tion. We met again in 
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the evening for conference ; and after much was faid upon the 
ftate of the old church, all were agreed that it was diflolved, and 
that it was proper to form a new one. We accordingly aflem- 
bled the next evening for that purpofe. A number gave the 
reafon of their hope, and manifefted their fellowfhip to each other. 
They unanimoufly agreed to adopt our articles of faith and 
church covenant, and we gave them the right hand of fellowfhip. 
Several have fince been added to them, fo that they are now 
upwards of twenty in number. I think we had evident tokens 
of the divine approbation during our interview. 

On my return, Dec. 28, I attended the ordination of brother 
John Robinfon, of Cornville, to the work of the gofpel miniltry. 

In January I vifited New-Vineyard and Induftry. Here the 
Lord has revived his finking church, and fome finners have of 
late been converted. I adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to this 
church. I would here notice a very affecting circumftance that 
took place laft fall. A young married couple, who had three 
fmall children, put them all to bed, and went to attend a hufkin 
Me it is called) and tarried until a late hour of the night in 

rolicking. When they returned their oldeft child was mifling. 
They made fearch for the child, but could find nothing of it tll 
the next morning, when to their great furprife they found it 
dead! It appears that the child got up out of its bed and went 
out, in order to follow its parents; but it being dark, and not 
knowing where-to go, it was thought to have climbed up ona 
fence, and falling from it perifhed. This melancholy accident 
took fuch effect upon its mother, that it was, by the divine bleff- 
ing, made the means of the converfion of her foul. 

After vifiting my family, I went down upon the eaftern fhore 
as far as Camden, and vifited the two infant churches gathered 
= thae «aww the laft fammer, On my way I preached in feveral 

*orrre “aver oweasy areeuum of mind. 


I have hot been any very long journies fince I left Bofton; — 


partly owing to the feverity of the weather, and partly on 
account of my health. I have not preached fo often as formerly. 
My health is now better, through the kindnefs of God. O that 
I might devote myfelf anew to him! During this tour I have 
baptized fix, and adminiftered the Lord’s {upper eight times. 
I have {pent twenty-four weeks in miflionary fervices, excepting 
fome week days that I have been with my family. I expect to 
fet out to-morrow to vifit feveral deftitute places between this 
and Penobfcot river; and if the travelling will permit, perhaps 
I fhall go fome diftance up the river ; if not, I think of vifiting 
fome of the iflands of the fea. I truft your prayers will go with me. 
I fubfcribe myfelf your brother in the faith and fellowfhip of 
the gofpel, ISAAC CASE. 
Readfield, March 31, 1809. 


oe Mr. Cafe has alfo fpent a few weeks in the moft deftitute 
places in the State of Rhode-Ifland. 
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Thoughts on 1 Cor. iii, 11—15. 


For the Magazine. 
Thoughts on 1 Cor, i. 11—15. 


For other foundation can no man lay, than that is:laid, which is Fefus 


Chrift. Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, filver, 
precious flones, wood, hay, ftubble ; every man’s work fhall be made 
manifeft: for the day fhall declare it, becaufe it foall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire fhall try every man’s work of what fort it is. If 
any man’s work abide which he hath built a e fhall receive 
a reward. If any man’s work Jhall be burnt, he fhall fuffer lofs : 
but he himfelf fhall be faved ; yet fo as by fire. 


“ NOW if any man build,” &c. The common explanation 
of this paflage is, that by any man, the apoftle means. any and 
every Chriftian who builds upon Chrift as the true foundation : 
that the gold, filver, and precious ftones, are his good works, fuch 
as will abide the fire, and for thefe he will be rewarded in the 
kingdom of glory: that the wood, hay, and /lubble, are his bad 
works, or imperfections: that in the great burning day thefe 
will all be confumed, and that in this way he himfelf will be faved 
from them, /o as by frre. 

However popular this explanation may have been, we think it 
cannot be admitted as correct. In the verfe preceding the text, 
the apoftle prefents himfelf as a wife MASTER BUILDER; who 
by his faithful evangelic labours was laying the foundation on 
which all churches ought, and on which all true churches are 
built. I have laid the foundation (faith he,) another buildeth 
thereon.” By another he evidently means another builder ; that 
is, any other teacher who undertakes the work of building 
churches. ‘ But let every man,” that is, every public teacher, 
‘¢ take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Fefus Chrif.”? Men 
may indeed prefume to lay other foundations; but they will all 
prove abortive. No other fafe or confiftent foundation can ever 
be laid. The Lord Jefus Chrift is not only a tried flone, a precious 
corner-ftone, but a sure foundation. On this rock, as the rock of 
ages, his church is built, and the gates of hell fhall never prevail 
againft it. * Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, 
filver, precious ftones ;”’ that is, if he builds his church with 
none but true believers, compared to gold, filver, and precious 
ftones, thefe will abide the fiery trial; thefe will ftand in the 

reat burning day ; and he will receive his reward from his final 
) oe who will fay to him, “ Well done, thou good and faithful 
fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”” True believers 
are called lively flones. Thefe are alfo “the precious fons of 
Zion, comparable to fine gold.” (Lam. iv. 2.) And thefe only 
are “the juft, whofe tongues are as choice filver.” (Prov. x. 20.} 
The figurative language here made ufe of, is peculiarly appro- 
priate and defcriptive. 
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On the other hand, the builder who preaches Chrift as the 
foundation on which Zion refts; but who neverthelefs, either 
from principle, or from inattention, builds up his church with 
mere moralilts, hypocrites, and unbelievers, compared in the 
text to wood, hay, and ftubble, muft fuftain an amazing lofs ; 
yet he himfelf, if a good man, will be faved, fo as by fire 

“ Wood, hay, and ftubble,” are figures which fitly defcribe 
the wicked. The prophet Jeremiah was fent by the Lord of 
Hofts, to denounce his defolating judgments againft the hypo- 
critical nation of Ifrael, in the following figurative language : 
‘‘ Behold I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this 
people wood, and it fhall devour them.” (Jer. v.14.) Hardly 
any thing is more frequent in {cripture, than to compare the 
wicked (and every falfe profeffor is fuch) to /lubble, yea, to dry 
ftubile. ‘The fins and imperfeétions of the faints, are never, as we 
recolle&, compared to either of the above things. Befides, thefe 
are not to be burnt up at the great day, when Chrift fhall be 
revealed from heaven in flaming fire; but will be fo cancelled 
and done away through his atonement, as not to appear againtt 
them in the judgment. But even if they fhould, they could not 
be faid to fuffer lofs by having them burnt up. 

From this explanation two obfervations very naturally arife. 

1. It muft be of vaft importance to every teacher, to take heed 
how he buildeth. If faithful to God, and to the fouls of his fel- 
low-men, he may hope for a glorious reward. It will indeed be 
a double reward ; for he will not only receive the final plaudit of 
his Judge, but the unfpeakable fatisfaction of feeing many, who, 
through his inftrumentality, have been built up in faith and 
love, as the feals of his miniftry, and as ftars in his crown of 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jefus. 

2. How dangerous the error of thofe, who urge perfons into 
the church, who have no vital union to Chrift; who never ex- 
perienced the forgiving love of God. Thus deceived and render- 


ed eafy in their carnal ftate, they are, notwithftanding their pro. . 


feffion, in danger of everlafting burnings. ‘This awful decep- 
tion, is in part, attributable to their guides ; ; who, initead of en- 
deavouring to win them to Chrift, have employed their per- 
fuafions to get them into the church. Let minifters, then, who 
profefs to be builders in the church of God, take heed how they 
build, If their fentiments are not according to truth, or they 
are carelefs and negligent in their work, they may be the un- 
happy inftruments of building up the fouls of their people in the 
moft awful delufion. Initead of turning their feet from the 
ways that lead down to death, they are ftrewing their path with 
flowers. ‘Thus, while they foothe their pride, they are deceiving 


their fouls into irretrievable ruin. 
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Extra¢ts from the Rev. SamueL Row tey’s Miffion- « 
, ary Journal; dated Granville, State of New-York, 
October 10, 1808. 


To the Editor of the Maffachufetts Baptift Miflionary Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 


WITH pleafure I take the liberty of communicating to 
you a brief account of my miflionary labours on the welt fide of 
Lake Champlain and near the river St. Lawrence, in the coun- 
ties of Effex, Franklin, and St. Lawrence. Being appointed 
by the Vermont Affociation, I left my little family and the 
dear people of my charge on the 15th of Auguft, 1808, with 
a view of preaching the gofpel and adminiftering its ordinances 
to the deftitute in the new fettlements. On this day I travelled 
thirty-five miles, to elder Wood’s, in Shoreham, (Vt.) and en- 
joyed a comfortable interview with him and family. 

Tuefday, 16th, travelled and croffed the lake to North-weft 
Bay, in Elizabeth-town. In this village God has of late poured 
out his Holy Spirit. A goodly number have been baptized 
upon the profeffion of faith, and a church organized. Though 
I arrived-at a late hour, the people wifhed for a meeting in the 
evening. ‘They gathered, and I preached to them with great 
freedom. O Lord, perfec thy work in this place! 

Wednefday, 17th, rode to Pleafant Valley. In this place 
there is an agreeable church and a pleafing reformation. The 
people are folemnly attentive to divine things, and many are 
rejoicing in the praife of God. I preached in the afternoon to a 
large and ferious aflembly ; after which we repaired to the river’s 
fide, (where prayer was wont to be made) in which, I baptized fix 
perfons. ‘The feafon was peculiarly folemn and interefting. I 
preached again in the evening from Ifa. lx.1. The opportunity 
was precious, and we were loth to part. 

Thurfday, 18th, I vifited fome families in the valley, and then 
travelled to Jay, and lodged at elder Solomon Brown’s. 

Friday, tgth, I preached in the morning with elder Brown’s 
people. This was truly a refrefhing feafon. Tendernefs of 
heart appeared to pervade the aflembly ; and we found it hard 
parting. May God enable that dear man to be faithful, in that 
lonely wildernefs where his lot is caft.* I travelled the fame 
day to Peru, and preached in the evening. 

Saturday, 20th. This being a day of training, I did not 
preach ; but fpent the time in vifiting from .houle to houfe. 1 
found the church fomewhat low, but ftedfalt and perfevering. 

Lord’s day, 21{t, 1 preached three times, and attended a con- 
ference in the evening. I tru(t that the labours ofthis day were 
not in vain. 


* LT have fince been informed that a good work has apparently begun in 
this place. 


x 
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Monday, 22d, I vifited, converfed and prayed with three fam- 
ilies, and then travelled to Plattfburgh ; but finding it inconfiltent 
to make an appointment, I purfued my journey to Chateaugay, 
to which [ arrived on Tuefday. 

On Wednefday, the 24th, I preached in the afternoon; then 
rode about five miles, and preached towards evening, in the fame 
town. There are but few in this place who appear to be Chrif- 
tians ; yet the people were kind and attentive. O Lord, revive 
thy work among them. 

Thurfday, 25th, attended a meeting in the forenoon, and heard 
a Congregational miflionary preach; then gave a word of exhor- 
tation to the people, and prayed with them ; after which I trav- 
elled-to Malone. In this place there are two churches, one a 
Congregational, the other a Baptift church. The latter was 
gathered by elders Finch and Sawyer, laft December. May the 
kind heavens {mile upon thefe young plantations. I continued 
in thefe parts over the Sabbath, attended one church-meeting, 
and preached five times. Gofpel preaching is greatly needed 
here. O may the Lord blefs them with his word and ordinances. 

On Monday, the zgth, I travelled to Moira, and preached in 
the afternoon. This town is new, and the fettlement fmall; yet 
they need the attention of miflionaries. 

Tuefday, 30th, rode to Hopkinton, and preached in the after- 
noon, and again in the evening. In this town I found fome loving 
difciples, who were wifhing to be united in church relation. I 
left an appointment to be with them on my return. 

Wednelday, 31{t, travelled to Pottfdam, and preached in the 
evening. Here are people of variqus defcriptions ; fome are 
attentive to religion, but many neglect it. O may truth appear 
in triumph with this people. 

Thurfday, Sept. 1ft, preached in Pottfdam, and then travelled 
to Madrid, on the river St. Lawrence, and preached in the even- 
ing. Here I found a Congregational church, and a goodly 


number of baptized believers ; and alfo fome others, who were | 


waiting for an opportunity to attend to this folemn inititution. 
I continued with them feven days, preached ten fermons, bap- 
tized four perfons, attended two conferences, gathered a church, 
and adminiitered to them the Lord’s fupper. ‘The two laft days 
of my ftay in this place were {pent in examining perfons for 
church memberfhip, preaching, baptizing, reading and minutely 
explaining the articles of faith and covenant, giving them fellow- 
fhip as a church of Chrift, and adminiltering the folemn ordi- 
nance of the fupper. ‘Thefe days, were on fome accounts, the 
moft folemn and affecting of any in my life. O may the oppor- 
tunity be had in everlafting remembrance, and bleffed to the 
good of many fouls. On my return, I vifited Pottfdam again, 
and preached two fermons. 

Saturday, roth, rode to Hopkinton, and according to appoint- 
ment, attended a conference and examined fome perfons for 
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church memberfhip. Lord’s day, 11th, heard a Congregational 
miffionary preach in the forenoon. In the afternoon I preached 
from Matt. iii. 16. and baptized a man, who was awakened 
under the labours of elder Ifaac Sawyer, a mifiionary from Ver- 
mont. The Lord is pleafed to blefs the feeble efforts of miffion- 
aries ; all glory to his worthy name. We met in conference in 
the evening, and converfed freely upon doétrinal points. 

Monday, 12th, attended a conference in the forenoon, and 
made fome further preparations for the conftitution of a church. 
In the afternoon I attempted to preach ; after which the breth- 
ren united in folemn covenant to maintain the order and difci- 
pline of the houfe of God; upon which I gave them fellowthip 
as a church of Chrift, and adminiflered to them the Lord’s fup- 
per. Great folemnity pervaded the whole ailembly. O Lord, 
be thou the fhepherd of this little needy flock. From this I 
rode to Malone, and continued over the Sabbath. Here I attend- 
ed a church meeting, preached four-times, baptized three per- 
fons, and adminiftered the fupper. We fat down under his 
fhadow with great delight, and his fruit was fweet to our tafte. 
Thence I travelled to Chateaugay, and preached two fermons, 
I enjoyed great freedom, and hope that the Lord will blefs his 
word to the good of fouls. 

On Thurfday, Sept. 22d, I arrived at Platfburgh, where I con- 
tinued over the Sabbath, and attended a church ineeting, preach- 
ed five fermons, and baptized two perfons. In this place there is 
an agreeable church; but they need ailiftance. O thou Shep- 
herd of Ifrael, be thou their leader. 

On Monday, 26th, I rode to Peru, preached in the afternoon, 
and alfo in the evening. My mind was free, and the aflemblies 
folemn. It was with great fatisfaction that I met thoi brethren, 
with whom I had formed a fhort acquaintance before, 

Tueiday, 27th, I preached in the afternoon in Peru; then rode 
to Chelterfield, and preached in the evening. A goodiy num- 
ber attended, and I hope heard the word with prot. In confe- 
quence of continual labour, | felt much fatigued, and thought 
that I could fincerely fay, that I was tired ia the work, but not 
of the work. My earnett defire was, that I might be ftrengthen- 
ed to perform the work before me, which God in mercy was 
pleafed to enabled me to do. | 

Wednefday, 28th, I vifited a fehool in the forenoon, heard 
another miffionary preach in the afternoon, gave a word of cx- 
hortation, and clofed by prayer. After which | preached in the 
evening. 

On Thurfday, 29th, I travelled to Effex, and preached in the 
evening. Thechurch in this place is fmall, but uniied. With 
them I preached four fermons. O that Ged would revive his 
work here. 

Lori:’s day, O&. 2d, I preached in the forencon in Efex, then 


rode to Pleafant Valley, and preached in the afternoon ; after 
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which I baptized a perfon whofe heart appeared to glow with 
the love of God. The folemn joy of that interview, was better 
felt than expreffed. I preached again in the evening to a crowd- 
ed and ferious aflembly. The work of God ftill continues here 
in a pleafing manner. Brother Daniel Hafkell is preaching to 
this people. 

On Monday, the 3d, I preached at North-weft Bay; then 
crofled the Lake, and preached in Panton. Here I clofed my 
miffionary fervices, after having fpent fifty days in the work, 
preached fifty eight fermons, attended ten conferences, baptized 
feventeen perfons, gathered two churches, and adminiftered the 
Lord’s {upper three times. May the Lerd in much mercy blefs 
thefe feeble efforts of an unworthy inftrument, to the falvation 
and comfort of many fouls. I received in contribution for the 
affociation by whom I was appointed, eighteen dollars and ten 
cents ; which is a rAanifeflation of the earneft defire of the peo- 
ple in thofe parts for miffionary labours among them. ‘This 
journey has been the moft pleafing and foul-refrefhing of any in 
the courfe of my life. And notwithftanding my anxiety to re- 
turn to my family and people, I felt a peculiar reluctance in leav- 
ing the miflionary ground. O my God, fend thy victorious gof- 


pel far and wide. 
SAMUEL ROWLEY. 








Extract from the Rev. CLark Kenpricx’s Miffion- 
ary Journal, in a Letter to the Editor, dated 
Poultney, Nov. 22, 1808. 

THE Rev. Mr. Clark Kendrick was appointed a miffionary 


by this Society, for the term of three months, to itinerate in 
Upper Canada, and in the adjacent parts of the State of New- 


York. As Mr. Kendrick performed this tour in company with | 


the Rev. Nathaniel Kendrick, we deem it unneceflary to publifh 
the journals both entire, and therefore give only the following 
extract :— 

“Before I clofe this letter, (fays Mr. Kendrick) I take the 
liberty to give my opinion, on the fubjec of continuing the mif- 
fionary bufinefs in thofe parts where 1 have travelled.—I do not 
think it expedient for the Baptifis to attempt any labours at 
prefent amongtft the heathen in thofe parts ; it is but the part of 
candour for me to acknowledge, that I do not fee that profpeé 
of fuccefs which fome miffionaries have thought they difcovered. 
If you afk me who has bewitched them, that they fhould not 
obey the truth, or that we fhould not attempt to fend the gofpel 
amongft them ? I anfwer, neither their prophets nor prophetefles. 
This kind of impofture might be fuccefsfully combated. But 
they are principally fhielded againft the truth by a kind of per- 
verted Chriftianity. 
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‘On the Grand River, in this province, you may fee the 
natives returning from the whifky fhops, when they appear and 


-aé& more like incarnate devils than Chriftians ; yet confecrated 


water and bread and wine are adminiftered to crowds of fuch 
allies of the nether world as thefe, by hands who profefs fkilfully 
to handle the word of life! Were a Baptift minifter to begin with 
a tribe in their darkeft ftate of paganifm, (which, however, offers 
much greater encouragement than the cafe above-mentioned, ) 
yet probably the arts and intrigues of fome, who can make Chrif- 
tians more readily, might take them out of his hands, and his 
labours would all prove abortive. 

«But with regard to the people in general, in that province, 
they ftand in great need of miflionary labours ; and that is the 
only way that moft of them can be favoured with a preached 
gofpel. If it could be brought about, it would really be an 
object, to eftablifh two permanent miflionaries in the province : 
this is what the people with; they probably could fupport one, 
if not both. If good men could be obtained, they no doubt 
would receive fome temporal encouragement in lands to fettle 
on. But they need to be men of talents, of good character, and 
found in the faith. With fuch means, I know not a place in the 
circle of my acquaintance, which exhibits fo fair a profpect of 
advancing the caufe of tre religion. ‘The people here are not 
fraught with rancorous prejudices, as many are in older countries. 

‘«¢ could hardly do juftice to a number of gentlemen in differ- 
ent places, from whom we received every mark of attention, were 
I not to mention their earneft folicitude for a permanent miflion- 
ary, and their encouragement for his fupport. And although 
fome part of the time of miflionaries muft neceflarily be wafted 
in travelling to, and coming from, the places moft deftitute ; 
yet I think until fuch times as fomething can be brought about as 
above mentioned, it will be neceflary to continue their labours 
in that province, though they can be fent only for a given time. 
But when appointments are made for thofe parts, it would be 
defirable to have them engage for as much as fix months, if 
poflible. ‘Thofe who are fent ought to be clear in the doctrines 
of grace. It is not fufficient that they merely preach truth ; 
but it is neceflary that they preach the whole truth. Perhaps a 
man might travel through the province, and preach in a general 
way, and never difturb the feelings of the moft violent oppofer. 
And though his own fecret faith might embrace the fovereignty 
and eleétion of grace, yet if he fhould conceal thofe points, for the 
fake of obtaining large collections ; or advance them with fuch 
obfcurity or indirectnefs as to pafs unobferved, he would embar- 
rafs, and «weaken the faith of the faints, and virtually aid a caufe 
which ought to be affaulted by every true minifter of Jefus 
Chrift.”’ 
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Remarks on the State of Religion in Upper Can- 
ada, extracted from a Letter from the Rev. N. 
KENDRICK, dated Lanfingburgh, Dec. 1, 1808, to 
the Editor. 


Reverend and very dear Sir, 


SINCE I wrote you laft, I have performed the miffion | 
then had in view. You have probably received the returns of 
my miffionary companion before now, containing the fubftance 
of what is materially interefting in both our miffons. We 


travelled generally the fame courfe, although but little part of 


the time together. In the province of Upper Canada, however, 
I took more extenfive excurfions than he found it convenient to 
make, confiftent with his arrangements for the deftitute fettlements 
in the State of New-York. He of courfe left the province about 
twelve days before me. In the mean time I travelled round the 
head of Lake Ontario to Little York; about feventeen miles 
back of which, I met the Thurlow Affociation, confifting of fix 
{mull churches, containing four ordained minifters, and two li- 


cenfed preachers. They are fcattered over an hundred miles of 


country, along on the weftern fhore of the lake ; and are in great 
want of affliftance. Mr. Blood was the firft Baptift miflionary 
that ever vifited thefe parts; and wherever he went, the people 
hold him in grateful remembrance. Mr. Roots has been once 
among them, and they have for a long time been anxioufly ex- 
pecting another vifit from him. If fome of our miffionaries 
were to travel through the Black River country to the river St. 
Lawrence, at the outlet of Lake Ontario, and then up the weft 
fide of the lake among thefe few fcattered churches, they would 
find as deftitute a part of the harveft as almoft any in all the 
<< valley and fhadow of death.” 


On my return to Niagara, I met the Rev. Mr. Holmes. I - 


had the happinefs of becoming acquainted with the general {tate 
of his miflion, which prefents pleating profpects to encourage its 
continuance. He had a defire that I fhould tranfmit his patrons 
a line, on my return, withing to delay his own official communi- 
cations to them, until fome things had become a little more 

matured, refpecting his removal into Canada, and his infant 
church jult conftituted on the banks of the Niagara. He is anxious 
to have his friends well informed in the moft. material circum- 
ftances refpecting his miflion, that they may poffefs a fatisfactory 
decifion of judgment in all their meafures and appropriations 
for this objeét. The few things I fhall here flate, will not be 
deemed a full account; but fo tar as they go, I think they may 
be depended on as corrett. 

His removal from the Tufcaroras was painful at firft ; but he 
and Mrs. Holmes have been much comforted of late, with con- 
victing circumftances that the event will be praductive of much 
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good. It is viewed by the people in thofe regions, who are 
friendly to our fentiments, as highly favourable to the general 
caufe of Zion. When I left him, about the laft of Odtober, he 


. had made provifion to remove his family into the province of 


Canada, where he had procured a convenient houfe, pleafantly 
fituated on the banks of the Niagara River. It is the property 
of a gentleman of liberality, who has made the Baptifts welcome 
to hold meetings in it for the year paft. Here Mr. Holmes has 
frequently preached with much acceptance to the people, and 
with confiderable fuccefs. I fpent the third and fourth Lord’s 
days in October with him at this place; on the latter of which, 
nine baptized perfons underftandingly and cordially junited in 
church relation. The moft of thefe Mr. Holmes had previoufly 
baptized, and taken much pains to inftruct. They very fully 
and fentimentally adopted \his printed articles of faith, and came 
together with more matured views of the order and dicipline of 
a gofpel church, than are to be met with in many of our churches 
which have been conftituted for years. Their articles of faith 
were publickly read two fucceffive Lord’s days, that the world 
might know the doérine they held; and in the prefence of a 
crowded and folemn afflembly, (having previoufly, I truft, given 
themfelves to the Lord) they gave themfelves to one another by 
the will of God. After they had fubfcribed their names to their 
articles of faith and covenant, we gave them fellowfhip as a gofpel 
church. There is a profpect of having their number increafed, 
and of their maintaining the public worfhip of God, even when 
they are not fupplied with preaching. They are greatly attached 
to Mr. Holmes, and depend on his preaching as much of the time 
to them as will comport with his other calls and the dictates of 
Providence. He is very acceptable to a refpectable number of 
inhabitants in this vicinity, who attend on his preachiag with a 
becoming folemnity. 

There is a {mall deftitute church at Clinton, thirty miles from 
this, which he vifited about the firft of September. His labours 
among them were very ufeful. ‘They are depending on further 
affiftance from him, 

A miflion for feveral weeks upon the Holland Purchafe, af- 
forded him very confiderable fatisfaction. He there preached 
frequently to numbers attentive to hear. 

I think there is no Baptift minifter in the ‘province within 
eighty miles of the place where he lives. His labours are much 
folicited in many places. He is greatly favoured with health, 
and feems to poflefs much of the fpirit of preaching. Here is a 
very extenfive field, where a large proportion of. the people give 
a decided preference to refpectable preachers in the Baptilt con- 
nexion. 

Mr. Holmes has a houle for worfhip in contemplation, for the 
little flock he’ has lately gathered on the banks of the Niagara. 
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‘This, at a fuitable time, will merit the attention and aid of all 


who love tobe helpers of the good man’s joy. 

I have often heard our miffionaries defcribe the deplorable 
ftate of the people, who are perifhing for lack of vifion, on the 
frontiers of New-York, and the province of Upper Canada ; but 
when I vifited them, I experienced emotions which no hiftory 
of their cafe could excite. A gofpelfermon is a rare thing with 
the greateft part of the people; and more precious to a few 
{cattered Chriftians, “than gold that perifheth.”” To others it 


’ can be no lefs needful. 


Our miflionaries and miffionary focieties have this to encour- 
age them in the good work of publifhing the gofpel in thefe re- 
gions ;. their labours hitherto have not been in vain in the Lord ; 
but they have inftrumentally erected a number of monuments of 
grace, to the honour of the gofpel and the glory of Chrift, which 
will perpetuate their memories when time fhall be no more. 


In much efteem, Reverend Sir, I am your’s very affectionately, 
NATHANIEL KENDRICK. 








REVIVAL AT ENFIELD AND LONGMEADOW. 


Extraét of a Letter from the Rev. Gzorcre ATWELL, 
to the Editor, dated Enfield, Auguft 28, 1808. 


Reverend Sir, ; 


PERSUADED that religious intelligence is pleafing to 
you, and to the friends of the Baptift Miffionary Magazine, I 
gladly communicate to you the following account. 

In the year 1791 a chureh was conftituted in this place, con- 
taining about fifteen members. For fome time they had regular 
preaching, and in the fpace of three years fixteen more were 
added. From that time, until I came to this place, they were in 
a very broken fituation, owing principally to the want of regu- 
lar preaching and watch-care. 

I removed to this town on the 8th of May, 1806; fince which 
time feventy-four have been added tothe church. To give you 
a particular account of the work, would fwell my letter beyond 
my prefent defign. The firft nineteen that joined us were prin- 
cipally froma Congregational church where they had been 


.members, with fome others who had gained a hope fome time 


before. - They all joined the fpring and fummer after I moved 
into the town. 4 
The next winter I was called upon to preach a funeral fermon , 
on the death of a man in Longmeadow, (a town adjoining this, 
in Maffachufetts) whofe ficknefs and death were fingular. God 
racioufly overruled this event to bring about a great work, 
Although the inattention to. religion in this place before was 
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prema | great, it was remarked at this time by many, that 
the people were uncommonly attentive and much affected. Some 
ferious perfons obferved, that perhaps God would bring life out 
- of fuch a furprifing death ;* which (bleffed be God) was the 
cafe. 1 appointed a ftated lecture in the place, and many were 
difpofed to attend. At my fecond leéture, fome Pedobaptift pro- 
feflors faid, God was about to work in the place. Soon after, 
many young perfons were perceived to be under ferious impref- 
fions. Meetings were now frequent, for preaching, conference, 
and prayer. Although many were under deep conviction, yet 
there was very little diforder. All feemed to be folemnized under 
a deep fenfe of fin; which led them to give the moft profound at- 
tention, both to preaching and converfation ; more efpecially when 
the leading fentiments of truth, fuch as atonement, moral deprav- 
ity, and jultification by Chrilt alone, were treated upon. Many 
who before were in a great degree ignorant of thefe important 
points, became {o eftablithed in them, that Arminian preaching 
had not the effect to draw off any one. ‘Thus the winter was 
fpent. In the {pring the inquiry was, Where will they join a 
church? Almoft all of them had been trained up in the Pedo- 
baptift fentiments. 

In June, nine perfons received baptifm in fellowfhip with the 
church in this place. In July, nine more, in the fame vifible 
manner, put on Chrift. ‘This was a folemn day indeed. To fee 
a number of young perfons, who but a few months before were 
chanting to the found of the viol, now defcending into the watery 
tomb, iurrounded by about fifteen hundred perfons, all exceed. 
ingly folemn, and many of them in tears; to fee candidates rifin 
from the water, fhouting glory to God in the higheft, was truly 
glorious to the followers of the Lamb. After the baptifm, I 
broke bread to about forty regular members, in the open air, 
furrounded by about five hundred fpectators. Baptifm was ad- 
miniftered from time to time, until forty-fix were added to our 
number. In fome inftances we thought we were a little perfe- 
cuted ; but it worked, as I have reafon to hope, for our good. 
Some of the above number had been members of Pedobaptilt 
churches ; thefe had a great ftruggle, in leaving their former 
connexions. 

One_of the number baptized was for many years a profefled 
deift. His change was very interefting ; but I am not at liberty 
to mention the particulars at this time; I can only fay, he 
remains as fteady in church travel as any member among us. 
All at prefent are in great union, and many have ufeful gifts in 
prayer and exhortation, and one brother has been licenfed to 
preach. 

Laft winter the Lord began and carried on a good work in 
Wilbraham and Monfon. I have baptized twenty-nine in thofe 





* What there was uncommon in this death is unknown to the Editor 
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places, who have all joined the church in Wilbraham. The 
whole number joined there, I believe is about thirty-eight. 
I expec to baptize four more in a few days, in fellowfhip of 
this church. 
In the beft of bonds, I am affectionately your’s, 
GEORGE ATWELL. 








Extract from the Rev. B. Perkins’s Miflionary Jour- 
nal, dated at Enfield (N. H.) April 10, 1809, ad- 
drefled to the Secretary of the Society. 


My dear Brother, 


THE following is a brief fketch of my laft tour to the 
northward. On the gth of September I left home, and on my 
way to the fcene of my labours, I preached in Piermont, and 
Barnet, and vifited at Kirby. 

Lord’s day, Sept. 18th, I preached twice at Danville, and bap- 
tized two perfons. Here I received a requeft to vifit a man in 
St. Johnfbury, who was very fick and diitreffled, both in foul and 
body. I readily went to fee him, and found him to appearance 
on the brink of the grave. He told me he had lived carelefsly, 
and banifhed his fears by hoping in univerfal falvation. Quieted 
by this delufive error, he refted fecure without religion, until fifty 
years of his life were gone. After the above ftatement, he cried 
out, “ Can God pardon and fave fuch an old finner? Is there any 
mercy for me? O if I am forever caft off, I know it will be juft 
in God.” The night before I was there, it was faid he frequently 
cried aloud for mercy, and called on every one to pray for him. 
On hearing his requeft, a young woman who lived in the family 
exclaimed, “ What a fituation are we all in! the dying man 
calling upon us to pray for him, and not one of us know how to 
pray for ourfelves.”” I prayed with him, and recommended a 
crucified Saviour as the only ground of hope. 

Lord’s day, Sept. 25th, I preached at Lindon, and then vifited 
Wheelock, and preached three lectures. The Lord’s day fol- 
lowing I preached at Danville, and baptized two perfons. 

Hearing that there was a reformation in the town of Coven- 
try, I thought it duty to vifit them. I arrived there on the Sat- 
urday followin ng» having preached three times on my way. On 
my arrival, I found a glorious work was indeed begun. I had 
preached here the July before, at the houfe of Ide, Efq. 





This gentleman appeared to be much efteemed in the town; but 
was thought to be a Univerfalift in principle. I fpent the 
evening with him, and endeavoured to hold up to his view the 
nature and defign of the atonement, and the freenefs of grace ; 


the neceflity of the new birth, and faith in the Lérd Jefus Chrift ; 
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without which there can be no falvation to men. He treated 
me with decency; and although he faid but little, he feemed to 


' be in a great ftudy. I preached twice in the town, and then 


left them. After this, Mr. [de was brought under deep con- 
cern for his foul, which continued for fometime. But the Lord 
had a bleffing in ftore for him, and in due time brought his foul 
into {weet liberty. His wife and four others were foon after 
hopefully converted. And now there is fcarcely a family in the 
town, but what there are more or lefs under ferious concern, 
The difference in the ftate of this people now, from what it was 
when I firft vifited them, is pleafing and wonderful. 

I will here mention one inftance, which thews the power of 
grace. A man by the name of H , of about forty years of 
age, had thought he met with a faving change while a youth, 
but never made his mind known to any one. Lofing by de- 
grees a fenfe of religion, and giving way to temptation, he at 
length gave a loofe to his tongue, and finally became habituated 
to profane fwearing. But the Lord now brought him to view 
himfelf in a true point of light. ‘At a particular time, after 
fermon, he got up and {poke as follows: “ My friends and 
neighbours, [ am afhamed! I am afhamed! 1 am afhamed 
of my paft condué&! I have lived at a dreadful rate! I 
knew better. Guilt lies heavy on my mind; for I have been 
an awful finner. I have fet a very bad example before you, and 
you may think it ftrange that one who has lived’ fuch a life, 
fhould attempt to fay any thing in public; but I feel as though 
I could not live. Do let me confefs ; and can you forgive me? 
I fhall not blame you, if you cannot. But I want that you 
fhould; and I want that you fhould pray God to forgive me. 
What a mercy that 1 am yet out of hell! and yet 1 hope for 
heaven. May God keep me, for I dread being left to myfelf. 
O do not follow my bad example ; but repent and turn to God ; 
for it will be a dreadful thing to be condemned at laft.” He 
went on in this way for feveral minutes. It was a feafon of 
weeping with the audience. The tears dropped like rain from 
almoft every eye. It was eafy preaching here, for the people 
heard with vaft attention. ) 

Mr. Ide, of whom mention was made above, was led into a 
clear view of gofpel baptifm, and felt it to be his duty to fub- 
mit to the ordinance. I,baptized the dear man, and felt to give 
thanks with all my heart to God, that one fo much beloved by 
the people, and who had fo great an influence in the town, fhould 
openly efpoufe the caufe of religion, and with fo much candour 
and cheerfulnefs, follow the example of our dear Lord and 
Matter. 

Lord’s day, O&. gth, I preached at Coventry, and alfo the 





_next day. My appointments were fuch, that | could ftay no 
‘longer ; but I promifed to vifit them again, God willing, at fome 


future time. 
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I next vilited Brownington, a town adjoining, where the good 
work began to appear in a few inftances of conviction. I preach. 
ed a lecture, and then went to Barton, and preached on Lord’s 
day. And after preaching at Wheelock, Danville, and Hard- 
wick, I rode to Craftfbury. Here [ preached one Lord’s day, 
and three lectures. It was a time of refrefhing among the breth- 
ren, and to a number of others under conviction. The profpedct 
here is encouraging. 

I returned again to Hardwick and preached ; and then to Dan- 
ville, where I preached three times, and baptized three perfons, 
I again went and preached at St. Johnfbury, and vilited from 
houfe to houfe. 

On Saturday, the 5th of November, fet out on my way home- 
ward. On Lord’s day, preached at Ryegate, and the day follow- 
ing arrived at home, and found my dear family all well. I again 
fet up my Ebenezer ; for hitherto the Lord hath helped me, 1 was 
on my miffion two months lacking two days. I tried to preach 
forty-two fermons. 

Your’s in loving bonds, 
BARNABAS PERKINS. 
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A remarkable Dream. 


LORD?’s day, 16th of Oftober, I preached at Wheelock ; 
and while I was there, a refpectable filter belonging to Danville 
¢hurch fent me the following dream. 

Sifter D. in a dream thought her father, who had been dead 
about five years, came to fee her, with whom fhe had confidera- 
ble converfation: after which he went to the door, as though he 
were going away; but turned about and afked, if Mr. Perkins 
were going to preach in town any more? She anfwered yes. 
He afked when? She anfwered, Lord’s day, after next. He 
afked at what place? She anfwered, at the court-houfe. He 
replied, Tell him that he muft preach from this text, John xxi. 22. 
* Jefus faith unto him, If I will that he tarry until I come, what 
is that to thee? Follow thou me.”” And do you tell him, that this 
is an errand from me. 

On my way to Danville I called on her, and fhe repeated her 
dream as related above; and told me withal, that fhe had a trial 
on her mind about doing the errand ; but the impreffion was fo 
great that fhe dare not omit it. She furthermore told me, that 
fhe could not remember a word of the converfation with her 
father, excepting what is related above. It made a fingular im- 
preffion on my mind, which led me to think much about it. 
However, it was not long before a field opened from the text, 
that was quite new to me. When the time came for me to 
preach, I delivered my fubjeét with much freedom of mind ; and 
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the attention of the péople appeared to be called up. A few 
days after, I baptized three amiable young fifters in the bloom 


- of life. They declared that the text and fubjeé& fo impreffed 


their minds, that they felt conflrained to follow the example of 
their Lord and Mafter. Some others told me afterwards, that 
they had hard work to go from the water, and not receive the 
ordinance. fe that hath a dream, let him tell a dream. B. P. 








Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Jzerzemiau Hic- 
BEE, to his Friend in Bofton, dated -Alftead, May 
1, 1809. 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


I EMBRACE this opportunity to inform you, that the 
Lord has recently been gracious to us in this place, in pouring 
out his Holy Spirit upon the people. A goodly number 
have been hopefully brought to embrace Chrift by faith, as their 
only Saviour. The work was very rapid for a time, but now it - 
progrefles more gradually. The numbers who have been fharers 
in this blefled work, cannot be exaétly afcertained ; but I think it 
probable that there are more than fifty. 

The greater part of the converts are above the age of thirty, 
and fome above fixty. The work has been the moft powerful 
in the eaft parifh, under the care of Mr. Lanéton.* About 
twenty have joined his church. On Wednefday lait I baptized 
feventeen, and we expect a number more to come forward foon, 








Extract of a Letter from the Rev. N. Donec, dated 
Lebanon, May 19, 1809. 


THROUGH great mercy, myfelf and family are in health; 
though it has been a remarkable fickly dying time in this place, 
fince this year camein. Befides the ficknefs, two men were 
wounded near my houfe, by the accidental difcharge of a cannon, 
on the firft Monday in this month. One of them was buried 
yefterday. The other is in a very critical fituation. The Rev. 


@. E. my neighbour is now fick, it is thought with the fever 


which has proved fo fatal here of late. I underftand there is a 
goodly number in his part of the parifh, now under concern for 
their fouls! May God continue and increafe the good work, 
until I, my dear brethren and fiflers, you and your’s, and all the 
world, fhall be made to realize his reign of grace, is the fincere 
prayer of your unworthy friend, N. D. 


* A Congregational minifler. 
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Biographical Sketch of Mrs. HannaH CHAPMAN, 
late a Member of the Baptift Church in Tolland, 
_(Con.) Communicated by Rev. Jona. Goopwin. 


IN this place the Lord was pleafed to call up the attention 
of a few individuals, and by his grace to bring them to embrace 
the glorious Redeemer. They were led to cry with Saul, ** Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ?” Having their minds led, like 
the noble Bereans, to fearch the fcriptures, they began to query, 
whether the way in which they had been educated all their 
days was agreeable to what they there read. The confequence 
was, they foon became convinced, that believers in Chrift were 
by him commanded to be baptized ; and none but fuch as profefs 
to believe in him could be admitted to that ordinance. ‘lhey 
were led, of courfe, to fee that none but baptized minifters were 
duly qualified to adminifler the ordinance to others, agreeably 
to the commiflion, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. They hence applied to 
feveral baptized minifters, who vifited and preached with them ; 
and alfo baptized feveral. Thefe finding themfelves at a con- 
fiderable diftance from any church of their own order, thought 
beft to unite together in church relation. After -having taken 
the advice of a number of fathers and brethren, a council 
was called, on the 24th of June, 1807, who gave them the right 
hand of tellowfhip, which afforded great joy to them, and to 
thofe that attended.. The Lord hath appeared to own them, 
and to make additions unto them, from time to time, of fuch as 
we hope will be faved. 

Among thofe who were added, was Mrs. Hannah Chapman, 
the wife of Mr. Aaron Chapman, aged thirty-feven years. Mrs. 
Chapman was a woman of refpectable ftanding in fociety, and 
of an unblemifhed charaéer; but knew nothing of {piritual 
things ; nor was fhe concerned either about them or her own 
foul, until the 26th of Dec. 1806. At a meeting, which was the 
firft time that I had ever attempted to preach in the place, the 
was brought to fee that fhe was a vile finner in the fight of God, 
however fhe had appeared in her own or in the view of others. 
This conviction, though powerful, yet lafted for feveral months, 
and we have reafon to hope, ended in a faving converfion. As 
Jefus had appeared in mercy for her foul, fhe was conftrained to 
witnefs her love to him, by her obedience to his laws. Accord- 
ingly fhe was baptized, and joined this little church, Auguft 2, 
1807, to the great joy of all the members, and with much peace 
in her own mind. But O how foon are the brighteft profpects 
changed! ‘That God who had prepared her for the church mil- 
itant, foon prepared and took her to his church triumphant. 

The circumftances of her death were peculiarly affecting, 
Mrs. Chapman having been to an ordination, at the diftance 
of about 20 miles, as {he was returning, the carriage upfet, and 
fhe was thrown out, which was the occafion of her death. 
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A few particulars taker from her own mouth, by her friend, in 
the time of her ficknefs, are thought worthy of being preferved. 
On the 14th of Oétober, the day fhe received her fatal wound, 
- when her friends were all in difmay, fhe calmy faid, “ All is 
right. Although I am wounded, and probably muft die, yet I 
cannot reflect upon myfelf as having done wrong, when | con- 
fider what a precious meeting I have had at Lebanon, with 
the dear people of God.” 

Lord’s day morning, the wound (which was in the ancle, and 
which was broken almoft entirely off) began to difcolour; and 
the furgeons thought the limb muft be amputated. She called 
upon her nurfe, and gave directions concerning her burial; ob- 
ferving, fhe wanted nothing but decency ; that much parade, in 
life or at death, was not becoming the faints, nor pleafing to her 
mind. ‘ Although (faid fhe) I feel as though my bounds are fet, 
and I cannot pafs them ; yet I hope 1 fhall not die in the opera- 
tion.” She appeared to be perfectly refigned to the will of 
God. 

On the Tuefday following, when fhe expected to have paffed 
through the dreadful operation, fhe devoutly prayed that God 
would grant her his all-fupporting grace. But before the time 
appointed for that purpofe arrived, all hopes of life were given 
over; and thus the dreadful thought of amputation vanithed, 
while death, the grim meflenger, was approaching. 

Wednefday 22d, fhe expreiled great refignation to the will of 
God, and the ftrong cenfidence which fhe had in the Saviour, 
which afforded her unfpeakable comfort, in view of her depar- 
ture. ‘* Now (faid fhe) I can rejoice in the fmiles of my Re- 
deemer, and am ready to depart and be with him.” She then 
called to her hufband, requefting him not to weep immoderately 
for her; for faid fhe, “ the ties between us are fhortly to be dif- 
folved. Iam ready to go. We were never married any longer 


than until death fhould part us; and although the love I have. 


had for you the fummer paft, is fuch as I never had before, yet 
I have given you up, and the children the Lord hath given us, 
into the hands of God ; and you muft give me up. I am jut 
going to enter that world from which | fhall not be willing to 
return ; and now I am jult at thedoor, do let me go, for i long 
to be with Jefus.”” She then proceeded to. give him fome di- 
rections concerning the dear children, of whom fhe had taken a 
molt affectionate farewel, and of the concerns of the family, with 
as much compoture, as if fhe had been going only a fhort jour- 
ney, expecting foon to return. 

On Thurfday, 23d, fhe experienced much comfort in her mind, 
and faid, fhe thought fhe could not be deceived : ** for ({faid fhe} 
it appears to me, that God is my father, and Jefus is my friend ; 
and I can fafely truft my immortal concerns with him.”’ She 
often repeated the words of Job, thoagh he flay me, yet will I truf* 
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Friday, 24th, feeling fenfible that fhe grew more feeble, and 
was apparently drawing nigh to death, fhe faid, “ I fee now, more 
than ever, the worth of religion ;”’ and turning to her fifter, faid, 
“QO fitter, Iam juft going; don’t negleét to feek an intereft in 
Chrift :”” and then cried, * Lord Jefus, come quickly, and receive 
my {pirit.” 

The day following, fhe frequently exprefled great happinefs of 
mind, and faid fhe never betore felt her foul drawn out in fuch 
pure love to God. 

Lord’s day, 26th. At the near approach of death, when her 
foul and body feemed to be parting afunder, while her friends 
ftood weeping around her bed, her hufband with all the affection 
of a real.friend, foftly faid, “ Poor diftrefled creature.””? She look- 
ed upon him with a fmile, and faid, “ I am not a poor creature, 
but I am a happy creature! Juft changing a world of trouble, 
for a world of joy; and am happy in being refigned to God’s 
will.” - Having fo faid, fhe fell afleep ! 

At her interment, a funeral fermon was delivered by the Rev. 
Mr. Goodwin, to a numerous and deeply affeéted audience, from 
Pfa. Ixxi. 7. [ am a wonder unto many ; but thou art my ftrong refuge. 








Biographical Sketch of the late Rev. Joun Ciaupe, 
Author of “ An Eflay upon the Compofition of a 
Sermon,” &c. &c. 


MR, CLAUDE was one of the ableft defenders of the Pro- 
teftant caufe in France; confequently upon the revocation of 
the edict of Nantz, he was obligéd to retire from the kingdom, 
and take refuge in Holland. 4 

The following fketch, taken from “ the life of Claude,” will 
give the reader an interefting though faint view of this excellent 
man. : Editor. 


«When God created John Claude, (fays his biographer) he 
laid him under the fatal necéffity of committing the unpardon- 
able fin, in the account of thofe defpotic hypocrites, popith pre- 
lates. Thefe men never forgive the man, who has penetration 
enough to difcover the true {prings of their actions, and rectitude 
and benevolence enough to abhor and expofe them. Such men 
as Claude are not made up to their mind. 

On Tuefday morning, Dec. 23, 1685, the man of God took 
coach at Paris for Bruflels, intending to go-and refide with his 
only fon, who was then paftor of the Walloon church at the 
Hague. The king’s footman treated him with all poffible civil- 
ity, his merit commanding the man’s refpect. At every ftage he 
was complimented by perfons of diftinétion. 
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A few days after his arrival, he had the honour of paying his 
refpeéts to the prince and princess of Orange, and to the chief 
perfons of the ftate. He was received in a manner, that overs 
whelmed his foul with joy ; and he often declared, he could not 
fufficiently admire the magnanimity of thof@ illuftrious men, who, 
the moment they quit an aflembly, where they have appeared 
vefted with the majelty of a fovereign ftate, converfe with other 
mer as if they thought them fellow-citizens. The contraft be- 
tween this court and that of France, may well be fuppofed to 
firike our exile. Dignity here, muft feem the foft majefty of an» 
gels; but dignity there, the ferocious {well of devils. 

The ele&tor of Brandenburg endeavoured to prevail with Mr. 
Claude, to fettle in his territories: but for particular reafons he 
declined it. The ftates provided for him at the Hague, ina 
manner which fhewed their great opinion of his merit. The 
prince of Orange too fettled a penfion on him. Here, then, he 
enjoyed all imaginable quiet. His houfe was the afylum of all 
the difperfed; and many a long night and day did he fit to hear 
their lamentable tales, foothing their forrows, quieting their fears, 
reconciling their minds to a wife providence, and jultifying the 
ways of God to men. 

Mr. Claude’s courfe of life at the Hague was, in general, this. 
He rofe early, worfhipped God in private, and afterward with 
his family. The forenoon he fpent in ftudy, afternoons he de- 
voted to vifitors, for the people who fovght to converfe with him, 
were innumerable. He ate a light and early fupper, and re- 
ceived after it hisintimate friends. ‘ Here, {fays one of them) 
in thofe hours of freedom, in thofe eafy converfations, we faw 
the very Mr. Claude. His ferious opennefs of heart, his wife 
and affable converfation, his penetrating genius and {weet tem- 
per, afforded us the higheit delight. Theie converfations always 
ended with the ufual exercifes ot piety in his family. The com- 
pany departed, and he retired to bed.’ 

There was, at this time, no regular preaching in the Walloon 
church. Mr. Claude, however, preached there occafionally in 
his fon’s ftead, and at other times eliewhere. Going to pay his 
refpeéts to the eleétor of Brandenburg at Cleve, the duke defired 
him to preach in his palace at two in the afternoon, Mr. Clande 
did fo, from thefe words, {2 Cor. v. 17.) “ if any man be in Chrift, 
he is a new creature,” and fo on. His highnefs was extremely 
pleafed with the fermon, and he expreffed his fatisfaction to Mr. 
Claude in the moft ample manner. The prince and princefs of 
Orange often required him to preach before them. Mr. Claude 
had not a fine voice: but his auditors were always charmed with 
his fermons ; and it was a fmart faying of a gentleman, who 
was afked after fermon, how he liked the preacher ; ‘ Every voice 
will be for him, (faid he) except his own.’ 

It was on December a 25th, 1686, that Mr. Claude preached 
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one of his nobleft fermons before their royal highnefles, from 
Luke i. 30, &c. The auditors were all extremely affected with 
this difcourfe, and paffed the higheft encomiums on it. All 
thought the preacher excelled himfelf: but little did they think, 
that, while he uttered himfelf with great eagernefs, and was 
heated in his work, he was catching that illnefs, which would 
bring him to the grave. 

In the evening he found himfelf uncommonly weary. In the 
night he had a fever, with violent pains all over him. Each fol- 
lowing day he became worfe and worfe, and all perceived his 
diffolution approaching. 

On Monday, January 6, 1687, he fent for the fenior paftor of 
the church, to whom, in the prefence of all his family, he ex- 
prefled himfelf thus. ‘Sir, I was defirous to fee you, and to 
make my dying declaration before you. I am a miferable fin- 
ner before God. I moft heartily befeech him to fhew me mercy 
for the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift. I hope he will hear my 
prayer. He has promifed to hear the cries of repenting finners. 
I adore him for bleflng my miniftry. It has not been fruitlefs 
m his church; it is an effect of God’s grace, and 1 adore his 
providence for it.” After paufing a while, he added, ‘I have 
carefully examined all religions. None appear to me worthy of 
the wifdom of God, and capable of leading man to happinefs, 
but the Chriftian religion. I have diligently ftudied popery and 
the reformation. ‘The proteftant religion, I think, is the only 
good religion. It is all found in the holy fcriptures, the word 
of God. From this, as from a fountain, all religion muft be 
drawn. Scripture is the root, the Proteftant religion is the trunk 
and branches of the tree. It becomes you all to keep fteady to it.’ 
The paftor told him, he was not furprized to hear him exprefs 
himfelf fo, after what he preached and printed in books, which 
had fo greatly edified the church. . . ‘Ah! break off, (faid he, 
interrupting him,) let us not fpeak of praifes at a time when mo- 
ments are fo precious, and when they ought to be employed to 
a better ufe.’ Here, being fatigued, he afked to be put to bed. 

He frequently {poke of the happinefs of thofe, who had left 
France for religion, and befought his family and friends to prize 
liberty of confcience. Mrs. Claude afked him one day, whether 
he was not forry to leave her? ‘No,’ replied he, ‘ I am going to 
my God, and_I leave you in his hands, in a free country... What 
can I defire more, either for you or myfelf ?” 

Not being able to fit up, he defired a friend to write, as he 
dictated, a letter to the prince of Orange. It was fhort, grat- 
ulatory, and pathetic. With fome trouble he figned it. His 
highnefs received it with great condefcenfion ; and, all hero as he 
was, he perceived as he perufed it, that he was a man as well as 
the writer. He blefled, and wept for the departing Claude. 


. . A week before he died, with true patriarchal dignity, he fat 


up in his bed, and afked to fpeak with his fon and family. Son, 
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(faid he, tenderly embracing him,) I am leaving you. The time 
of my departure is at hand.’ Silence, and fobs, and floods of 
tears followed, each clafped in the other’s arms. The family all 
came, and afked his blefling. ‘ Moft willingly (replied he,) will 
I give it you.? Mrs. Claude kneeled down by the bed-fide. 
‘ My wife, (faid he,) I have always tenderly loved you. Be not 
afflicted at my death. The death of the faints is precious in the 
fight of God. In you I have feen a fincere piety. 1 blefs God 
for it. Be conftant in ferving him with your whole heart. He 
will blefs you. I recommend my fon and his family to you, 
and I befeech the Lord to blefs you.’ To his fon, who, with 
an old fervant, was kneeling by his mother, he faid among other 
things, ‘Son, you have chofen the good part. Perform your 
office as a good paftor, and God will blefs you. Love and re- 
{pect your mother. Be mindful of this domeftic. ‘Take care 
fhe want nothing as long as fhe lives. I give you all my blefi- 
ing.’ The afflicted family had not the power of making any 
anfwer ; their tears and their filence {poke for them. ‘The paftor 
being prefent, Mr. Claude defired him to pray, adding, ‘ Be 
fhort,... 1 am fo oppreffed, that I can only attend to two of the 
great truths of religion, the mercy of God, and the gracious 
aids of his Holy Spirit.’ 

After this, a delirium feized him. He had, however, his fen- 
fes at times, and always employed thofe moments in edifying his 
attendants. Monf. Du Vivie vifiting him in a lucid interval, 
and afking him of the ftate of his mind, he faid with a deliber- 
ate compoiure, “I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
fuaded he is able to keep that which I have committed unte 
him againft that day,”’ (2 [im.i. 12.) Another time the fenior 
paftor afked him, ‘ Do you know me, fir? ‘Yes, (replied he,) 
you are my paftor... My whwle recourfe is ta the mercy of 
God... I expeé a better life than this... Help to fortify my 
meditations by your prayers.’ Speaking at another time to his 
fon, he faid, ‘Son, our Lord Jefus Chrift is my only righteouf- 
nefs ; I need no other; he is all-iufficient.’ 

When Monf. Arbuile defired from the pulpit, before prayer, 
the prayers of the congregation for one of their brethren extreme- 
ly ill, who deferved to be lamented by all good people, the 
congregation looked and liitened; but when le added the fick 
perfon was Mr. Claude, the whole aflembly burft into a food of 
tears. Public prayer was repeatedly offered for him; but the 
time of his departure was come, and on January 13th, in the 
fixty-cighth year of his age, he refigned his foul into the hands 
of God, who gave it. 

Thus lived, and thus died the ineftimable John Claude. 
Forty-two years he ferved the church ot God, with all humility of 
mind, and with many tears and temptations, which befel him by 
the lying in wait of men worfe than Jews, though called Chrift- 
ians. In France he was in the higheft reputation. His friends 
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loved him, and his adverfaries feared him. His banifhment 
completed his credit abroad, His name has pafled with luftre 
into other countries, and he yet lives and fpeaks among us by 
his excellent works.” 








; 


For the Magazine. 


Encouragement to Miffionary Exertions. 


IT has been the belief of all real Chriftians, in every age, 
that the gofpel church has nbt-yet arrived to its greateft glory, 
nor thé conquefts of the crofs been carried to their final extent. 
The earth has never yet been filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord ; that is, with evangelical faving knowledge; but even at 
this moment, thoufands of human beings like ourfelves, are per- 
ifhing for lack of vifion, 

Our divine Mafter informed his difciples, that becaufe iniquity 
fhould abound, the love of many fhould wax cold. This was 
not only chara¢teriftic of the ftate of the church immediately after 
the apoftolic age ; but has been, and will be, the ftate of profef- 
fors, in a greater or lefs degree, in every age. When iniquity 
abounds in any fhape, (and it aflumes many) it has a tendency 
to chill the love of the profeffed difciples of Chrift, to the caufe 
of their Mafter. This frigid ftate of mind is peculiarly unfavour- 
able to thofe benevolent and noble exertions, which the perifhing 
condition of our fellow men tequires. 

It is truly affecting, to hear the miferable excufes that man 
are making, in order to quiet their confciences in the neglect of 
this duty. It would feem, that they reft entirely fatisfied, if they 
can only frame an apology fufficiently plaufible to fcreen them 
from public cenfure, In this way of treating the fubjeét, the 
mofk important confiderations are overlooked. Do fuch perfons 
confider the folemn account they will have to give to God? Does 
he require no exertions, no facrifices, on our part, for the ad- 
vancement of his caufe? Were we redeemed from the love of 
the world, merely that we might enjoy the world? Is it confiftent 
with our heavenly vocation, and with that love.to God and man 
which the gofpel infpires, that we fhould live wholly to ourfelves? 
Surely it is not. May not each of us inquire, with fhame and 


blufhing, 


“ What have I done for him who dy’d, 
“ To fave my wretched foul ?” 


How fmall our exertions, compared with what they might have 
been! Is it poffible that we can reflect upon our paft negleéts, 
and not feel reproved for our remif{nefs ? But as loft opportuni- 
ties can never be recalled, it is important that we improve the 
prefent, To this we have every thing to invite and encourage us. 
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The deplorable ftate of the heathen world has often begn pre. : 


fented before the throne of the Highelt, in the unteigned Muppli. 
cations of the fats. We have indeed.often prayed, and perhaps 


' too in the fincerity of our hearts, that God would give his Son the 


heathen for bis inheritance, and the utmoft parts of the carth for his 
poffefion s but have we embraced the openings which his provis 
dence has prefented, to diffufe the knowledge of falvation among 
them? Shall we longer indulge this fupinenefs, and pray for the 
converfion without affording them the means of information ? 
*‘ [he experiment of what men will do without revelation has 
been tried, (if the expreflion on fo awful a fubject may be allowed) 
and it has been feen, in every inftance, that as man has receded 
further from revelation, he has plunged deeper and deeper into 
mifery. And if the heather world be ever generally delivered 
from fuch a ftate, it will not be by the elaborate refearches of 
metaphyficians, by the rules of moralifts, or by the political at. 
tempts of legiflators; but by the perfection of thofe revealed 
principles which they have foriaken. But is there nothing in 
natural religion? Yes, there is fomething ; the invifible things of 
God are clearly feen, being underftood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead. But it is one thin 
what man might argue from the manifeltation of God, and an- 
other, what he will argue. And further, it is one thing to know 
enough of God to render idolatry inexcufable, and to have a 
confcience of right and wrong ; and another, to know and ferve 
him as a Saviour.”’* 

The pure principles of our holy religion are made known 
among the heathen, not only by preachers being fent among 
them, but by means of the tranflation of the Bible into their own 
language. We have fome of us the pleafure to reflect, that we 
have contributed in fome {mall degree to this important work, 
To tranflate the Bible into the different languages of the heathen 
tribes, and prefent ft in characters which they can read and.un- 
deritand, is an undertaking of vaft importance, and requires 


immente labour and expenfe to carry it into effet. In this laud- - 


abie fervice, our highly efteemed brother Carey, and his perfevere 
ing coadjutors in India, have long heen fuccefsfully engaged. 
May God preferve their valuable lives, and grant them the pleaf- 
ure to fee their begun works accomplithed. Let us often remem- 
ber them at a throne of grace: and fhould they hereafter need 
further pecuniary affiftance from us, it is hoped that we fhall 
ive them abundant proof that we are not weary in well-doing. 
But, my brethren, the prefent ftate of our own country opens 
profpeéts peculiarly favourable to miffionary exertions. ‘The 
time has been, when a minifter was liable to imprifonment for 
prefuming to preach in what was termed another man’s parith, 
(as if the parifh was the property of the pricit:) but the time 


* Rev. S. Newton’s Miflionary Sermon, delivered in London, May, 1807- 
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predicted by Daniel is come, when “ many fhall run to and fro, 
and knowledge fhall be increafed.” Legal impediments no lon- 

obftruc the propagation of the gofpel ; but the minifters of 
Chrift {peak the word with all boldnefs, no man forbidding. 
And as the word of the Lord has now free courfe, we pray that 
it may run and be glorified. 

Notwithftanding the fafhionable {cepticifm and infidelity of 
the age, and the relaxed tone of morals among all claffes of 
men, we think there are many things in the prefent ftate of fo- 
ciety in this country favourable to miflionary exertions. 

That fpirit of bigotry and perfecution which fullied the re- 
ligious fame of our pious anceftors, has in a great degree ceafed 
to rage; and if in fome inftances, our indifference to religious 
fentiment produces a falfe liberality, yet ftill it leaves the way 
open for truth to be propagated. 

The work of a miffionary is allowed to be difficult and arduous : 
yet we have never been.at a lofs to find brethren, poffeffing the 
neceflary qualifications, ready, yea offering themfelves willingly, 
to engage in this felf-denying fervice. Happy men! May the 
God of our fathers fend you good fpeed. If you go forth weep- 
ing bearing precious feed, you fhall return bringing your fheaves 
with joy. , 

We add once more. That fpirit of liberality which we have 
witnefled among fome of all claffes of fociety, in contributing to 
our funds, has encouraged us to believe, that the work is of God. 
The filver and the gold are his. Honourable men, and chief wo- 
men not a few, have been engaged in promoting this good work, 
Several female focieties in Bofton, Providence, Salem, and Ha- 
verhill, have made very handfome collections for this inftitution. 
Donations have been made us by the aged and the young, by 
the rich and by the poor, by numbers affociated and by private 
individuals, May the Lord reward them all, for their labours 
of love. 

Much as has already been done; and we hope we fhall yet be 
able to fay as was faid to the church of Thyatira, that her lait 
works were more than her firtt. : 

Very confiderable fums have ‘been realized from different 
Cent Societics. Each member of thefe engages to pay “ one cent 
a week.” This appears to be a very trifling fum. But fhould 
each member in all the churches in our Affociation pay this {mall 
fum, and no more, it would amount annually, or at leaft the pre- 
fent year, to 2875 dollars. Can there be any who fincerely love 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and who regard the fouls of their fellow- 
men, who would not be willing to lay afide one cent a week, to 
help in fupporting the family of fome faithful minifter, who 
might go'and bear the glad tidings of falvation to the poor and 
to the deftitute ? 

The above obfervations are not defigned to preclude the rich 
from giving, as of the ability which God has given them. It is 
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impoffible, we conceive, that they fhould content themfelves to 

ive no more than the poor. May all fuch as are happily in- 
ecmacienl of having the bread of life broken. to Chrift’s poor, 
who are fcattered in the wildernefs, hear him at the laft great 
day, fay to them, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 








For the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffionary Magazine. 
Ordination. 
ON Saturday, the 29th of April laft, the Rev. Josera 


SHEPPARD, A. B. of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, was folemnly 
fet apart for, the work of the Chriftian miniftry, and ordained as 
paftor of the Baptift church in Salem, New-Jerfey, where the 
Rey. Dr. Ifaac Skillman, formerly of the fecond Baptift church 
in Bofton, officiated, until his removal to glory. 

Mr. Sheppard is a promifing and gracious young man; his 
ordination took place in the neat and elegant Baptift meeting- 
houfe in Salem, before a numerous, refpectable, and folemn af- 
fembly. The fervices were condutted as follow :—Introduétory 
prayer, giving out the hymns, and queftions to the candidate, by 
the Rev. Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, with a fatisfactory and 
affe&ting recital by Mr. Sheppard of his call to the facred minif- 
try, a confeffion of his faith, and full determination, by God’s 
affiftance, to preach Jesus Curist and him crucified. The ad- 
drefs, fermon, and charge, by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, of Phila- 
delphia. The fermon and charge were founded upon that excel- 
lent pafflage in 1 Cor. xvi. 10. * Now if Timotheus tome, fee 
that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work 
of the Lord, as I alfo do.”” An intermediate prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Smalley, of Cohanfey, New-Jerfey. ‘The ordaining 
prayers, laying on of hands, and giving the right hand of fellow- 
fhip, by all the brethren before-mentioned. Concluding prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Staughton. Benediétion by the Rev. Dr. 
Rogers. 

The whole of the exercifes were attended with apparently very 
ferious impreffions upon all the hearers and {pectators. The 
members of the Salem church, and fuch of the neighbouring 
churches as were prefent, were evidently much engaged. And 
to crown the whole, the great Head of a// our churches was 
known and felt to be, on this occafion, in the midft of his people ! 
“O Lord, we befeech thee, fend now proiperity.” 


Philadelphia, May 6, 1809. | 
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Hat 
Hi f Longing for Heaven. 
iit. ea 

iq Compofed Fan. 1809. 


OH that the happy hour were come, Perpetual blifs and endlefs joy 
That I might go to dwell at home, _— Shall fill my foul, but never cloy, 


With Jefus Chriit, my love ; In one eternal round. 
4 No more to languifh for hisface, = "Phat day fhall give my foul its range, 
| But ever feel his pure embrace, O’er beauties which will never change, 
' And never more to rove. Fxcept but to increafe ; 
iia For that {weet reft my foul does pant, New wonders fhall forever rife, 
| a And often feels diitreffing want, To blefs my then immortal eyes, 
WE} Which nought on earth can fill ; And fill ny foul with peace. 
| a Oh come, my Saviour, quickly fly, ay eartht eae? 
i y grandeur is but mean 
im | me none pe oe Ya fky, Compar’d to that eternal {cene, 
id OPS AOE. CHER 6 HR Which now I have in view; 
a The fun, with all his beams fo bright, Millions of funs will difappear, 
Js but a ray of dying light, Whien our Redeemer fhall draw near, 
When once compar’d to thee; Creating all things new. 
PE Lictle is all that earth calls great, Now while by faith, as in a glaf 
| é : glafs 
i ‘Compar’d to that eternal ftate, 1 fee thofe fcenes before me pafs, 
| Where I fhall quickly be. My fpirit hattes her flight, 


‘Thinesown unrivall’d light thall fill And fain wouid burft this houfe of clay, 
The vaft unmeafur’d heav’nly hill, § Expand her wings and fly away, 
Which ne'er will know a bound : Beyond the reach of night. 
0.L, 











i! The Church’s Safety. 
| LET Zion's cheerful fongs abound His kindnefs never thal! depart, 


i In praifes to her King ; Though mountains fhould remove ; 
Whi Let every tuneful note refound, Unchanging is his gracious heart, 
i His fovereign love to fing, Eternal is his love. 
Hii Behold! engraven on his hands, O Zion, thy Redeemer’s care, 

And precious in his fight, In glory rife and fhine ; 


i The church his conftant care commands, .No fafety can with thine compare, 
ni | | Her walls are his delight, Founded on truth divine. 








